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Election filing deadline is Friday
Pursuant to Article VII, Section 4 of the Tennessee Bar Association
Young Lawyers Division Bylaws, notice is given of the following
elections. Candidates who wish to stand for election must file a
nominating petition with the TBA YLD Secretary no later than Friday,
April 1. A petition may be downloaded here. It can be faxed or
emailed to YLD Secretary Stacie Winkler at (901) 577-4270 or
swinkler@bakerdonelson.com. Questions about the election should be
directed to Winkler at (901) 577-8187. Candidates unopposed for a
position will be deemed elected on April 1. Contested elections will be
decided by secret ballot at the division's annual meeting June 17 in
Chattanooga. The following is a list of positions subject to election.
Visit the YLD's election guidelines web page for details about length of
term and qualifications for office.

• YLD Vice President (candidates must reside in the Eastern Division)
• East Tennessee Governor
• Middle Tennessee Governor
• West Tennessee Governor
• Secretary
• Treasurer
• Odd-Numbered District Representatives
District 1: Carter, Greene, Hamblen, Hancock, Hawkins, Johnson,
Sullivan, Unicoi and Washington counties
District 3: Knox County
District 5: Hamilton County
District 7: Cannon, Coffee, Franklin, Grundy, Marion, Rutherford and
Sequatchie counties
District 9: Davidson County
District 11: Bedford, Giles, Hickman, Lawrence, Lewis, Lincoln,
Marshall, Maury, Moore, Perry, Wayne and Williamson counties
District 13: Chester, Decatur, Fayette, Hardeman, Hardin, Haywood,
Henderson, Lauderdale, McNairy, Madison and Tipton counties

State mock trial competition a success
White Station High School of Memphis claimed the state high school
mock trial championship title earlier this month defeating McCallie
School of Chattanooga in the 31st annual Tennessee State High School
Mock Trial Competition. It was White Station's third win in three years.
The school's Green Team now will represent Tennessee at the National
High School Mock Trial Competition in Phoenix on May 5-8. The two-
day state competition in Nashville involved 16 teams and 200
volunteers, including lawyers, law students and paralegals. In addition,
sitting judges in the state presided over the preliminary trial rounds
and Tennessee Supreme Court Chief Justice Connie Clark presided over
the championship match.

The competition was a success due to the hard work of the Mock Trial
Committee under the leadership of Chair Marisa Lee Combs with
Lewis, King, Krieg & Waldrop PC in Nashville and Vice Chair Troy
Weston with Eldridge & Blakney PC in Knoxville. This year's committee
members were Kristen Corn with the City of Franklin; Josh Dougan
with Rainey, Kizer, Reviere & Bell PLC in Jackson; Candi Henry with
Dodson, Parker, Behm & Capparella PC in Nashville; Matt Kroplin with
Frost Brown Todd in Nashville; Rachel Ralston with Hunter, Smith &
Davis in Kingsport; and Thomas Santel Jr. with Cope, Hudson, Reed &
McCreary in Murfreesboro.

A complete list of team rankings, award recipients, participating
judges, attorney coaches and photos of the competition are available
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on the 2011 State Competition web page. High-resolution photos also
are available for download from the site.

Memphis membership event on tap
Young lawyers in Memphis will gather for a Grizzlies game on April 5
to watch the home team take on the L.A. Clipppers and Blake Griffin,
one of the NBA's most impressive young stars. The event is being
organized by District 14 Representative Michael McLaren with Butler,
Snow, O'Mara, Stevens & Cannada and West Tennessee Governor
Steven King with Baker, Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz.
Tickets are already sold out but contact either of the organizers for
other opportunities to get involved.

Look for other membership events to be held around the state this
spring. Events will be scheduled in Chattanooga, Jackson and the Tri-
Cities.

Charity golf opportunity
TBA YLD District 9 Representative Jenney Keaty is recruiting golfers in
Middle Tennessee to play a charity golf scramble on Aug. 24 at the
Hermitage Golf Course. The event raises money for Ashley Strickland's
Children Corporation, which provides services to teens who are about
to "age out" of the foster care and juvenile justice systems. The
organization reports that 80 percent of kids in this population group
end up homeless at some point, and experience teen pregnancy,
incarceration and other social problems at a higher rate than any
other group of youth. The golf tournament will raise funds to support
transitional housing and independent living training for these young
people. The event will feature a silent auction, catered breakfast and
lunch and prizes. Golfers play in teams of four. Registration is $95 for
an individual and $380 for a team if booked before July 22. 
Download a brochure about the tournament 
Learn more about the organization

Name that theme
As the American Bar Association begins planning for Law Day 2012, it
is asking interested individuals to suggest ideas for a theme for next
year's programs and commemorative activities. The theme should
provide bar associations, courts, schools and other organizations a
platform to highlight the role of the nation's courts in America's
constitutional democracy and foster public understanding about the
judiciary. Past themes have included "Assuring Equal Justice for All,"
"The American Jury: We the People in Action," "The U.S. Constitution:
The Original American Dream," "Independent Courts Protect Our
Liberties" and "Separate Branches, Balanced Powers." One thing to
keep in mind for next year is the fact that 2012 will mark the 225th
anniversary of the U.S. Constitution! Send your ideas to ABA President-
elect Bill Robinson at lawday2012@americanbar.org by April 18. Read
more about the challenge here

YLD leaders in the news
TBA YLD President-elect Mason Wilson, who practices with Baker,
Donelson, Bearman, Caldwell & Berkowitz in Memphis, was the subject
of a recent article in the Memphis Daily News. Wilson practices
primarily in the areas of transportation and health care litigation. The
article focused on his work as member of the firm's 24 Hour Motor
Carrier Emergency Response Team -- a group of attorneys dedicated to
providing rapid post-accident intervention and investigation for
clients. Speaking about his work, Wilson said, "I enjoy litigation
because it suits my abilities...It's something that I think I am good at
and it's exciting." Wilson will take office as president of the YLD at the
group's annual meeting in Chattanooga on June 17.

TBA YLD Vice President David Veile was also recently featured in the
news. Veile, an attorney with Lowery, Lowery & Cherry in Lebanon,
handles criminal defense, personal injury, family law and business
cases. He will take over as president in June 2012. Veile is featured in
the March/April issue of the ABA Affiliate, which focuses on his service
as chair of the YLD's Wills for Heroes Committee. As a former police
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officer, Veile has a passion for helping as many first responders as
possible understand the need for end-of-life planning. Since chairing
the committee, more than 1,000 clients have been served through the
program. Download a copy of the article. Also look for an interview
with Veile in the upcoming issue of the Tennessee Young Lawyer.

Save the date for TBA Convention
The past, present and future will come together this June, when the
130th Annual TBA Convention opens in downtown Chattanooga. Plan
now to be a part of the largest annual gathering of the Tennessee
legal community on June 15-18 at The Chattanoogan, the state's
premier urban resort hotel. Tennessee holds a unique place in the
history of law and liberty, and attendees at this year's convention will
experience some of it first hand. This year's Bench/Bar Program will
bring history to life with a journey to the Rhea County Courthouse in
Dayton, site of the famed Scopes trial. Inside the very courtroom
where the trial took place in 1925, the Pulitzer Prize-winning author
of Summer for the Gods, Edward Larson, will tell the story of the
famous case and discuss the legal issues raised in the trial. In addition,
attorney and legal affairs writer Mark Curriden will be on hand. Known
to many as the author of Contempt of Court: The Turn-of-the-
Century Lynching that Launched a Hundred Years of Federalism,
Curriden also is communications director at Vinson & Elkins and an
expert in media relations for lawyers. Sessions also are planned on
possible changes to the Judicial Conduct Rules and other potential
legal developments in the state. For fun, attendees will gather at the
Tennessee Aquarium for dinner, a tour of the aquarium and music
from the band "Love, Peace and Happiness," while all week there will
be lots of music with the Riverbend Music Festival offering more than
100 bands on five stages. You don't want to miss this meeting! Get
more details or register here

Affiliate bar news
American Bar Association YLD -- ABA YLD District 16 Representative
Matt Potempa will transition out of his role as representative for
Tennessee and Kentucky at the ABA YLD Annual Meeting in August.
Beginning in August and for the next two years, the position will be
held by a Kentucky lawyer. Potempa will continue to be involved in
the ABA as the YLD's Public Service Coordinator. As such, he will
oversee the group's 2011-2012 project helping military veterans obtain
benefits. He also is chairing the Nashville Host Committee, which is
working with the ABA YLD to plan the group's spring 2012 meeting in
Music City. To get involved with any of these efforts contact Potempa
at matt@potempafirm.com or (615) 255-5007.

Chattanooga Bar Association YLD -- The Chattanooga YLD is working
with Legal Aid of East Tennessee to prepare for Pro Bono Night, an
annual event that will be held May 26. The event raises awareness and
funds for the agency's Pro Bono Project, features a silent and live
auction, and involves an awards presentation for local volunteer
attorneys and firms. Contact CBA YLD President Barret Albritton at
barret.albritton@leitnerfirm.com or (423) 265-0214 for more
information.

Jackson Madison County Bar Association YLD -- The Jackson Madison
County YLD is gearing up for a full month in May. The group plans to
hold a cornhole tournament to raise funds for a local charity and will
hold its annual meeting and elections at the end of the month. For
more information about the group and its activities contact President
Ashley Holliday at ashley@wtls.org or (731) 426-1302.

Knoxville Bar Association Barristers -- The Knoxville Barristers
recently held "Operation: Save The Harvest" to raise funds for the
local Second Harvest Food Bank, which suffered several hundred
thousand dollars in damages from a recent flood. The event was held
as a fundraiser and happy hour with other young professional
organizations and raised over $1,000. Next up for the group are
presentations on solo/small practice and judicial clerkships by the Law
School Mentor Committee; the Hunger & Poverty Relief Committee's
annual cell phone drive, set for April 26 through May 6, to collect
phones for victims of domestic violence; and a Law Week program
called "Junior Judges" to introduce elementary school students to the
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legal profession. Contact President Ian Hennessey at
ihennessey@latlaw.com or (865) 637-0203 for more information.

Memphis Bar Association YLD -- The MBA YLD will hold its annual 5K
Race Judicata on April 9 at the University of Memphis School of Law.
Proceeds from the race will go to Memphis Area Legal Services Inc.
The group also is gearing up for Law Week 2011 with activities
planned throughout the week of April 25-29. For more information
about these events contact President Shon Johnson -- who recently
left Black McLaren Jones Ryland & Griffee to open his own law firm in
Paris -- at shonjohnson@comcast.net or (731) 407-7272.

Nashville Bar Association YLD -- The NBA YLD reports that it raised
thousands of dollars at its annual Race Judicata Feb. 26 in Nashville's
Percy Warner Park. Winners of the 5K race were Brad Wood with Bass
Berry & Sims and Sharon Ruiz with the Nashville Public Defender's
office. The winners of the 10K race were Trey Harwell with Neal &
Harwell and Mary Taylor Gallagher with Gullett Sanford Robinson &
Martin. The award for fastest law firm team went to Bass Berry &
Sims. This year's race, sponsored by Land Rover, benefitted two
charities: FiftyForward and the Nashville/Davidson Long Unmet Needs
Committee. See photos from the race online. For information about
the NBA YLD contact President Mary Taylor Gallagher at
mtgallagher@gsrm.com or (615) 244-4994.

Northeast Tennessee Young Lawyers Association -- Carter
Massengill, the longtime president of the Northeast Tennessee Young
Lawyers Association, has announced he is stepping down at the end of
the bar year. Robert L. Black Jr. with Ross & Associates in Kingsport
will take over as president in July. For questions about the group's
activities contact Massengill at massenlc@netscape.net or (423)764-
1174, or Black at rblack@rossassociateslaw.com or (423) 230-0006.

Upper Cumberland Young Lawyers Association -- The Upper
Cumberland Young Lawyers Association is sponsoring a "Diaper Drive"
for Genesis House, a domestic violence shelter in Cookeville. Donations
should be brought to the group's next meeting, which is scheduled for
April 21 at 5 p.m. at the shelter's administrative office. The
association will deliver the diapers and learn more about the
nonprofit's services. For more information about the event contact
Rachel Moses at rmoses@las.org or (931) 528-7436. For more
information about the UCYLA, contact President Phil Hatch at
pahatch@tndagc.org.
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